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Runge Patents New Method for Mine Planning

Unique method and system for integrated mine planning that is adaptive to the dynamic
nature of  the mining business patented in Australia and South Africa

Brisbane, 2 October 2009 - Leading mining technology services company Runge Limited (Runge), today announced it has received two patent rights (No 2006279250 and No 200800449) related to the methodology of the overall framework called ‘method and system of integrated mine planning’ of its enterprise solution, Mining Dynamics. The process has been pioneered by Runge for over four years and has proven to improve predictability of mining operations which have a high degree of dynamic variability.  The methodology couples business process execution with comprehensive access to information. Any information from geology through to mine engineering / planning / scheduling, operations and reconciliation can be easily visualised, interrogated and reported to the executive, operations and systems management teams. 
Glen Kuntz, VP Enterprise Mining Solution of Runge says: “The overall methodology and system patent can be summed up as the three C’s of simplicity - communication, coordination and collaboration across the mining operation and executive levels to ‘deliver the right information to the right people at the right time’. This methodology provides the ability to quickly collaborate in order to harmonise new ideas, win support and deliver ground breaking initiatives. These in turn generate short and long-term growth while significantly driving a competitive advantage.”
Planning in the mining industry is non-linear and dynamic and the use of Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) systems in business is wide-spread. Whilst predictable supply inputs have been successful in the use of ERP systems, mining operations are different and have inherently unique characteristics. The planning components of ERP systems, designed for other industries and deployed within a mining operation, are not suitable without the direct coupling and integration of spatial mining information with transactional financial information. 
In order to achieve this level of integration Runge has formed business and technology partnerships with ERP companies, such as SAP, to help mining companies maximise their value and profitability through a focused approach to their mining operations. This allows mining operations to quickly disseminate and distribute timely information throughout their organisation using a standard planning methodology and solution across the business intelligence layer. 
Glen Kuntz continues: “Successful mining operations depend on the availability and reliability of information in order to make critical every day decisions. Because of the complexity of mining data and the spatial characteristics associated with it, rapid universal access to trusted and accurate information has traditionally been difficult.  Basing decisions on data that is misplaced, not universally accessible, out-dated, or incomplete can at best become a bottleneck in the decision making process and at worst be operationally and financially devastating.  Mining Dynamics reliably coordinates and manages both the common and unique data types associated with any mining operation and enables the integration, visualisation, and comprehensive management of the wide variety of mining data, regardless of its origin or software platform”.
About Mining Dynamics: Runge has used five main categories to shift its innovative customer offering and help its customers enhance their decision making capability. Some of the key capabilities that customers have asked for and Runge has delivered are:    
· Information - Right Data to the Right People at the Right Time;
· Integration – Providing a Framework and transparency to Enable data driven decision making by providing visibility of data from enterprise to operation; 

· Completeness - Integrating spatial and non-spatial data for a full picture of the business;
· Repeatability  - Capturing, standardising and systematising corporate business process knowledge; and
· Control - Bringing reliable, repeatable and transparent  control of business process and information, reducing time wasted in locating information and improving information quality and reliability.
With over 30 years expertise across a range of mining disciplines, Runge’s approach to the business of mining is strongly grounded in economic principles and delivering mine planning solutions that are tightly coupled with technological support and training. 
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For further information, please contact:
Mia Huikuri, Runge, on 02 8248 1575 or mhuikuri@runge.com.au
About Runge Limited:
Runge Limited (Runge) was established in 1977 by Dr Ian Runge, and listed on the Australian Securities Exchange on 27 May 2008 (ASX code: RUL). Today, Runge is a leader in the provision of technology products, consulting services, and training courses to the global mining industry, delivering solutions and services across a range of commodities. With expertise across a range of mining disciplines, Runge’s approach to the business of mining is strongly grounded in economic principles and delivering mine planning solutions that are tightly coupled with technological support and training.  Runge currently owns and operates 17 offices in 10 countries throughout the world.  Our group includes, Minarco-MineConsult, and wholly owned subsidiaries Pincock Allen & Holt, MRM Mining Services Pty Ltd and GeoGAS Pty Ltd. 
